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1. IUGG — The People at the Forefront (XLII): Michelle Grobbelaar, President of the International
Association of Seismology and Physics of the Earth's Interior (IASPEI), 2023-2027

My academic background is quite different from most in seismology
because | started in the biological sciences. Then after many a fortuitous
opportunity, my interests turned towards seismology, in which |
continued my education. And, | have noticed that this diversity in my
education has enabled me to be able to engage easily across various
scientific disciplines.
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Coming from a country where the majority of seismicity occurs within
the mining regions, my interest is naturally focused on these regions and
trying to gain, through modelling the stress regime and faulting, a better
understanding of the seismicity observed. In addition, forensic
seismology tends to tickle my interests, being an avid reader of detective
novels...using data from projects that monitor explosions to develop
predictive equations to identifying causes of vibrations felt by people.

Michelle Grobbelaar
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My first involvement with IUGG was through the attendance of the IASPEI conferences and more
especially when lobbying to host IASPEI 2009 in Cape Town, which was a most enjoyable experience
that | will never forget. Along with patience, it taught me how to work with and understand people
from across the world...something that just plain research does not necessarily give you. From 2009,
| became more involved within the different commissions of IASPEI, one being the International
Federation of Digital Seismograph Networks (FDSN), and have also remained active within IASPEI.
Since the core objective of these groups is to collaborate and learn from each other, people are
motivated to participate, no matter the nationality.

Building networks across borders is so very important when it comes to seismology and thus | have
always tried to build these types of connections within Africa and was actively engaged with
different African countries to assist with their national seismograph networks and also to encourage
collaboration. Thus, initiatives such as AfricaArray, which installed an array of stations throughout
Africa, and Africa Seismological Commission (AfSC), which aims to promote seismology within Africa,
attracted my attention and | was honoured to have been involved.

This passion of mine has been what has kept me involved within IASPEI. | believe that our
associations and IUGG as a whole are so important for society and have so much to offer, and thus
we need to work on our outreach activities. In addition, | am concerned that we do not do enough
to ignite a similar passion within the younger generation, which is vital in order to remain relevant
to society. This is where social media could be used a lot more widely by us in such a way that it
speaks to the younger generation by awakening their curiosity.

So my shout out to students and early career scientists is to allow yourselves to be passionate about
science and its invaluable contributions to society.

2. IUGG - At the ISC General Assembly 2025 and Muscat Global Knowledge

Several members of the IUGG Bureau
participated prominently in the General
Assembly of the International Science
Council (ISC) and associated side event,
the ‘Muscat Global Knowledge
Dialogue’ (MGKD), 26-30 January 2025,

it Ghobial | in Muscat, the Sultanate of Oman. The
= — attendees were President Chris Rizos,
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ernational 5 " the President-Elect Mioara Mandea,
B0 and the Secretary-General Alexander
Rudloff. Over 415 representatives of
ISC organisations, from 132 countries,
took part in the week-long event held
at the Oman Convention and Exhibition
Centre (OCEC).

Left to Right: Chris Rizos (IUGG President), Mioara Mandea (IUGG
President-Elect), Alexander Rudloff (IUGG Secretary-General)

The ISC is the umbrella organisation to which the IUGG (and about 40 other international scientific
unions) belongs. The ISC was established in 2018 through the merger of the International Council of
Science (ICSU) and the International Social Science Council (ISSC). Today the ISC comprises over 250
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international scientific unions and associations, national and regional scientific organisations
including academies and research councils, international federations and societies, as well as young
academies and associations. As stated on its website, the ISC works at the global level to pool and
bring together scientific expertise, advice and influence on issues of great importance to both
science and society. It is both the ‘global voice of science’ and a member-based organisation.

The first three days were devoted to a series of plenary and parallel sessions that addressed a range
of global science challenges, such as how science can better engage with policy-makers, how the
ISC is building strong links with multilateral bodies such as the UN, and how the ISC members
contribute to the goals of sustainable development. The MGKD programme can be found here.

On the afternoon of 26 January a meeting of the ten unions and associations forming the so-called
‘GeoUnions’ cluster took place to discuss concerns including the representation of the GeoUnions
within the ISC through members on the ISC Governing Board, and other matters. (The relationship
between the IUGG and the GeoUnions is one of the IUGG’s fundamental external links.)

The session on ‘Ocean Science for Sustainability’ on 27 January included a contribution from the
IUGG, highlighting the emerging focus of the International Association for the Physical Sciences of
the Ocean (IAPSQ). Topics of the session on Tuesday 28 January included the impact of emerging
technologies (Al, guantum, synthetic biology, etc), science education, gender issues, the imbalance
of scientific capacity in the North and South, environmental costs, and others. Our President-Elect
Mioara Mandea was a panellist at the session ‘The Decade of Science for Sustainable Development’.

The 3™ General Assembly of the ISC (GA) took place during the last two days, 29-30 January 2025.
Priscilla Grew, from the IUGG Finance Committee, organised a side event on the very relevant topic
of ‘Union Membership Issues: Retention, Recruitment and Geographic Representation’. The chair,
Renee Borges, Secretary-General, International Union of Biological Sciences (IUBS) and the
panellists, Mioara Mandea, President-Elect, International Union of Geodesy and Geophysics (IUGG),
Hassina Mouri, President, and David Cohen, Treasurer, International Union of Geological Sciences
(IUGS) shared experience about the difficulty of retaining and recruiting dues-paying national
members. The drop in membership has been accompanied by a decline in the breadth of geographic
representation within Union membership, especially in the Global South, including Oceania. Funding
agencies expect Unions to provide more persuasive justifications and cost-benefit analyses for
national investment in Union dues. Questions are raised about the comparative value and
effectiveness of traditional disciplinary scientific unions as opposed to international organisations
organised around topics (e.g., climate, sea level rise, health, hazards).

On the agenda of the GA were the reports of the various ISC officers and committees, as well as the
proposed budget. Several contentious issues were discussed, not the least being the tension
between the ISC’s mission to be the ‘Global Voice for Science’, and the fact that it is an umbrella
organisation of over 250 scientific unions, societies and academies. The ISC Governing Board will
continue the discussion of several matters. The IUGG will closely monitor developments.

More information about the GA can be found here.
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3. IUGG - Symposia Support 2026: Call for Proposals

The program of IUGG support for scientific meetings (e.g., workshops, advanced schools, symposia)
is one of the most important means by which the Union and its Associations pursue the goal of
promoting geophysics and geodesy through international collaboration. A portion of the IUGG's
budget is devoted to the support of these scientific meetings. The IUGG Executive Committee places
great emphasis on maintaining high scientific standards, coverage of a balanced spectrum of topics,
and an appropriately broad and international flavour for the scientific programs of the meetings. In
that respect, the ISC rules on non-discrimination in the access by qualified scientists from all parts
of the world to any IUGG-sponsored meeting apply. The number of co-sponsored meetings ranges
from 10 to 15 (up to USD 10,000 each). Accordingly, not all meeting proposals worthy of support
can be awarded IUGG sponsorship. IUGG funds are provided to support participation of students,
early career scientists, female scientists, and in general scientists from low and middle-income
countries (OECD).

The following guidelines for obtaining IUGG sponsorship should be observed by prospective
proposers:

e |UGG-sponsored scientific meetings should have a well-defined and scientifically relevant
theme, should be scheduled at a propitious time for significant progress in the field, and
should be of interest to early career researchers as well as senior experts.

e While the IUGG embraces all fields in geophysics and geodesy, a proposed program should
maintain a balanced scope relevant to I[UGG Associations. Each proposal will be judged on
its own scientific merits.

e Given the international nature of the Union, meetings are by definition internationally
oriented. This requires a well-balanced geographical distribution of attendees as well as
meeting venues.

e Financial support from other sources is encouraged, and well regarded.

Normally, the initiative to propose a scientific meeting for IUGG sponsorship originates from a group
of scientists in a certain field. Prospective meeting organisers should contact the respective
Association Secretary General (ASG) well in advance of their intended proposal submission, by
sending a request for IUGG support until 15 September 2025.

The scientific merit of each scientific meeting's proposal will be evaluated by the respective ASG,
taking into consideration comments and advice received from the Association Executive Committee.
The ASGs should communicate their recommendation for selection to the IUGG Secretary General
before 30 September 2025.

The allocations will be proposed by the IUGG Secretary General and reviewed by the Members of
the IUGG Bureau. The Bureau will decide on the final selection of the meetings, and the level of
funding, to be supported. The decision on IUGG support will be communicated to the ASGs by the
IUGG Secretary General in a letter of award as soon as possible, but not later than 1 November
2025. The IUGG support should be acknowledged in all documents and information related to a
sponsored meeting (e.g., in the scientific program, on the website, brochures, publications of
proceedings, etc.).

More information is available here.
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4. lUGG ASSOCIATIONS — How to get involved
Are you interested in getting involved in the IUGG community but you do not know where to start?

Then explore our new guide to engage with your International Association. It explains

(i) what the Associations aim for,

(ii) how the Associations are organised,

(iii)
(iv)

how you can get involved, and

how the Association can help you develop your ideas and initiatives
The full guide is available here.
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5. IUGG ASSOCIATIONS - Scientific Assemblies 2025: Important Deadlines and Updates

In 2025, our eight Union Associations will organise the following (some joint) Scientific Assemblies

in chronological order:

BAC02025

Buszan IAMAS-IACS-IAPSO Joint Assembly

. 20-25 July 2025
0, Busan, Republic of Korea

4-..%‘_;_45“ e 1] “\u.n ;!u#ﬁ..._g

JOIN THE

IAGA / IASPEI Joint

Scientific Meeting 2025

-~ 5 SEPTEMELER ZOXS

1 ALGANET

IAG Scientific Assembly 2025
Geodesy for a changing environment
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N

Geneva, Switzerland

29 June-4 July 2025

Early Bird Registration Deadline:
31 March 2025

Busan, Rep. of Korea
20-25 July 2025

Early Bird Registration Deadline:
30 April 2025

Lisbon, Portugal
31 August-5 September 2025

Abstract Submission/
Grant Application Deadline:
12 March 2025

Early Bird Registration Deadline:
21 May 2025

Rimini, Italy
1-5 September 2025

Abstract Submission Deadline:
15 March 2025

Early Bird Registration Deadline:
31 May 2025
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—n - " Roorkee, India
5-10 October 2025

Celaber D5-0clobar 107056 _ . Early Bird Registration Deadline:
XN scientific Assembly of the International = 15 April 2025

Association of Hydrological Sciences (JAHS 2025)
Raorkea, India

6. IUGG ASSOCIATIONS — Awards 2025: Call for Nominations

IAMAS
- Early Career Medal 2025 (early-career level). Deadline for nominations: 1 March 2025
IASPEI
- Medal 2025 (late-career level). Deadline for nominations: 31 March 2025
IAVCEI
- George Walker Award 2025 (early-career level). Deadline for nominations: 7 March 2025
- Fisher Medal 2025 (mid-career level). Deadline for nominations: 7 March 2025
- Wager Medal 2025 (mid-career level). Deadline for nominations: 7 March 2025
- Thorarinsson Medal 2025 (late-career level). Deadline for nominations: 7 March 2025

7. SCOR - Call for Working Groups

The Secretariat of the Scientific Committee on Oceanic
Research (SCOR) invites proposals for new working groups to
commence activities in late 2025. SCOR will be able to support
1-3 new working groups. Each new group will be provided
5 with USD 45,000 over a 3 to 4-year period to conduct its work.

The selection of the new SCOR working groups will take place
at the 2025 SCOR Annual Meeting scheduled to take place in
Santa Marta, Colombia, from 29 to 31 October 2025.

wm.aﬂnh.n'l Science cﬂ!ﬂ;w
m u

Deadline for submission: 15 May 2025. More information about the call can be found here.

8. Awards and Honors

Shuanggen Jin (China), Chair of the Union Commission on Planetary Sciences (UCPS; 2015-2027),
was elected Fellow of the International Engineering and Technology Institute (IETI).

Congratulations!
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https://www.iamas.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/09/Call-for-IAMAS-ECS-Award-2025.pdf
http://iaspei.org/about/the-iaspei-medal
https://www.iavceivolcano.org/guidelines-for-iavcei-awards/george-walker-award/
https://www.iavceivolcano.org/guidelines-for-iavcei-awards/fisher-medal/
https://www.iavceivolcano.org/guidelines-for-iavcei-awards/wager-medal/
https://www.iavceivolcano.org/guidelines-for-iavcei-awards/thorarinsson-medal/
https://scor-int.org/
https://scor-int.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/02/2025-Call-WG-Proposals.pdf
https://iahs2025.com/
https://iahs2025.com/

9. Meeting Calendar

This calendar includes meetings which are planned to be organised under the umbrella of IUGG, and
major conferences of IUGG’s partner organisations (in italics). The calendar is updated regularly and
is also available online. If you would like to add a meeting, or report changes, please contact the
IUGG Secretariat.

March

- 15-23, IUGG, IAPSO, Honolulu HI, USA, ENSO (EIl Nifio-Southern Oscillation) Winter School
2025

- 23-25, IACS, Boulder CO, USA, Bringing the Arctic Sea Ice Observational and Modelling
Communities Together to Assess Sea Ice Loss and Its Impacts

- 24-25, I1AG, Online, 3rd Workshop of the Inter-Commission Committee on Geodesy for
Climate Research

- 24-28, IUGG, IAMAS, Cambridge, UK, Improved Simulations of the Stratosphere for Better
Predictions of Weather, Climate and Extreme Events

- 31-4 April, IUGG SOUTH AFRICA, Cape Town, South Africa, 14th International Conference
on Southern Hemisphere Meteorology and Oceanography

- 7-9, IAG, ISPRS, Karlsruhe, Germany, 6th Joint International Symposium on Deformation
Monitoring (JISDM)

- 7-11, IAVCEI, Hungary, Workshop of the Commission on Volcanogenic Sediments

- 23-26, IUGG, IAMAS, Beijing, China, 2025 International Symposium on Lightning Physics
and Lightning Meteorology

- 27-2 May, EGU, Vienna, Austria, EGU General Assembly 2025

- Thbc, IUGG, IAG, PAIGH, Mendoza, Argentina, Topical School and Workshop in Latin
America: Terrestrial Reference Framework and Atmospheric Monitoring. How to Achieve
the Maximum Utilization of the GNSS Network?

- Thbc, IUGG, IAMAS, ESA, ITU, Frascati, Italy, Resilience to Natural Hazards Through Al
Solutions

- 4-9,IUGG, IASPEI, Castasegna, Switzerland, QuakeHack: A Statistical Seismology Hackathon
for Early Career Scientists

- 5-16, IUGG, ICTP, Trieste, Italy, 6th Summer School on Theory, Mechanisms and Hierarchical
Modelling of Climate Dynamics: Artificial Intelligence and Climate Modelling

- 12-16, IUGG, IAGA, L’Aquila, Italy, Course on Cross-Scale Coupling of Heliophysics System

- 13-15, IAG, Wuhan, China, 3rd International Symposium of IAG Commission 4: Positioning
and Application

- 18-24, IAVCEI, Iceland, Field Workshop of the Volcano-Ice Interactions Commission

- 19-30, IACS, Karthaus, Italy, Summerschool on Ice Sheets and Glaciers in the Climate
System

- 25-30, JpGU, Chiba, Japan, JoGU Meeting 2025

- 30, IAHS, Vienna, Austria, Summer School - Runoff Predictions in Ungauged Basins (PUB)
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https://iugg.org/meetings/meeting-calendar/
mailto:secretariat@iugg.org
https://sites.google.com/hawaii.edu/enso-winter-school-2025/
https://sites.google.com/hawaii.edu/enso-winter-school-2025/
https://assw.info/sessions/sessions-assw-2025/bringing-the-arctic-sea-ice-observational-and-modelling-communities-together-to-assess-sea-ice-loss-and-its-impacts
https://assw.info/sessions/sessions-assw-2025/bringing-the-arctic-sea-ice-observational-and-modelling-communities-together-to-assess-sea-ice-loss-and-its-impacts
https://iccc.iag-aig.org/iccc-workshops/ws25
https://iccc.iag-aig.org/iccc-workshops/ws25
https://icshmo2025.com/
https://icshmo2025.com/
https://jisdm2025.gik.kit.edu/
https://jisdm2025.gik.kit.edu/
https://www.iamas.org/blog/meeting/2025-international-symposium-on-lightning-physics-and-lightning-meteorology-islpm/
https://www.iamas.org/blog/meeting/2025-international-symposium-on-lightning-physics-and-lightning-meteorology-islpm/
https://www.egu25.eu/
https://sirgas.ipgh.org/en/sirgas-events/traninig/
https://sirgas.ipgh.org/en/sirgas-events/traninig/
https://sirgas.ipgh.org/en/sirgas-events/traninig/
https://www.itu.int/en/ITU-T/extcoop/ai4resilience/Pages/default.aspx
https://www.itu.int/en/ITU-T/extcoop/ai4resilience/Pages/default.aspx
https://quakehack.ethz.ch/
https://quakehack.ethz.ch/
https://indico.ictp.it/event/10832
https://indico.ictp.it/event/10832
https://iagc4.bdsmart.cn/index
https://iagc4.bdsmart.cn/index
https://www.iavceivolcano.org/event/field-workshop-in-iceland/
https://www.projects.science.uu.nl/iceclimate/karthaus/
https://www.projects.science.uu.nl/iceclimate/karthaus/
https://www.jpgu.org/meeting_e2025t/
https://iahs.info/uploads/Meetings/2025/Flyer_Summer_School_PUB_2025_Electronic.pdf

June

2-6, IACS, IAG, IASPEI, Sidney BC, Canada, 2025 Glacial Isostatic Adjustment Workshop:
Advancing Models and Observational Constraints

8-16, IAVCEI, Lipari, Vulcano, Stromboli, Italy, International School of Volcanology ‘Working
on Active Volcanoes: Learning the Tools of Modern Volcanology’

9-13, UN, Nice, France, 2025 UN Ocean Conference

25-28, IUGG, UCPS, Shanghai, China, Science Symposium of the Union Commission on
Planetary Science

Tbc, IAVCEI, Catania, Italy, Workshop of the Commission on Tephra Hazard Modelling

29 June — 4 July, IAVCEI, Geneva, Switzerland, IAVCEI Scientific Assembly 2025

7-9, IAVCEI, IFRC, UNDRR, WMO, Geneva, Switzerland, Early Warning For All Workshop
8, IHFC, IASPEI, IAPSO, IAVCEI, Potsdam, Germany, Global Heat Flow Data Portal Release
9-11, IUGG, IAMAS, Abidjan, Ivory Coast, 21st Global Emission Initiative Conference
15-18, IUGG, Incheon, Rep. of Korea, IUGG Business Meetings 2025

19-21, IAHS, Tokyo, Japan, 2nd International Sociohydrology Conference

20-25, IACS, IAMAS, IAPSO, Busan, Rep. of Korea, IACS-IAMAS-IAPSO Joint Scientific
Assembly 2025

27-1 August, AOGS, Singapore, AOGS Annual Meeting 2025

31-1 August, IAHS, Munich, Germany, International Workshop on Leveraging Technology
and Societal Innovation in Urban Water Management

16-22, ICA, Vancouver BC, Canada, 32nd International Cartographic Conference

25-29, IUGG, IAGA, IASPEI, Lisbon, Portugal, 1st IAGA/IASPEI Early Career Scientists School
25-5 September, IUGG, ICTP, Trieste, Italy, 12th Workshop on the Theory and Use of Regional
Climate Models

31 August — 5 September, IAGA, IASPEI, Lisbon, Portugal, IAGA-IASPEI Joint Scientific
Assembly 2025

September

1-5, IAG, Rimini, Italy, IAG Scientific Assembly 2025

9-11, IAVCEI, Hveragerdi, Iceland, LASI VIl Workshop on ‘The Physical Geology of
Subvolcanic Systems: Laccoliths, Sills and Dykes’

14-18, IACS, Innsbruck, Austria, International Mountain Conference 2025

15-19, GFZ, Potsdam, Germany, Potsdam Summer School 2025 — Trajectories and Priorities
for a Sustainable Future

23 — 1 October, IUGG, IAVCEI, Vulcano Island, Italy, 10th Training School on Convective and
Volcanic Clouds (CVC) Detection, Monitoring and Modelling
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https://polenet.org/2025-gia-workshop/
https://polenet.org/2025-gia-workshop/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7xeZ8NvsKss&t=1s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7xeZ8NvsKss&t=1s
https://sdgs.un.org/conferences/ocean2025
https://sa2025.iavceivolcano.org/
https://sa2025.iavceivolcano.org/workshop-15/
https://terminplaner6.dfn.de/b/7b907af58ea4549dc12c1232d5b1a879-1082556
https://igacproject.org/activities/GEIA
https://ishc2025.t.u-tokyo.ac.jp/
http://baco-25.org/2025/english/main/index_en.asp
http://baco-25.org/2025/english/main/index_en.asp
https://www.asiaoceania.org/aogs2025/public.asp?page=home.asp
https://survey.ifkw.lmu.de/urbanwater_LMU_IAHS_2025/
https://survey.ifkw.lmu.de/urbanwater_LMU_IAHS_2025/
https://icc2025.com/
https://iaga-iaspei-2025.org/summer-school/
https://indico.ictp.it/event/10861
https://indico.ictp.it/event/10861
https://iaga-iaspei-lisboa-2025.isel.pt/
https://iaga-iaspei-lisboa-2025.isel.pt/
https://eventi.unibo.it/iag2025
https://lasi7.hi.is/
https://lasi7.hi.is/
https://imc2025.info/
https://potsdam-summer-school.org/
https://potsdam-summer-school.org/
http://www.cvctrainingschool.org/
http://www.cvctrainingschool.org/

October

- Thbc, IUGG, IAMAS, Dakar, Senegal, Workshop on Data Science for Weather and Climate
Research, and Training School on Climate Data Analysis and Al in the Global South

- 5-10, IAHS, Roorkee, India, IAHS Scientific Assembly 2025

- 13-24, IUGG, ICTP, Trieste, Italy, Workshop on the Deformation at the Intersection Between
Physics of Earthquakes and Volcanic Processes

- 19-22, GSA, San Antonio TX, USA, GSA Connects 2025

- 29-31, SCOR, Santa Marta, Colombia, SCOR Annual Meeting 2025

November
- 3-7,1UGG, GRC, Suva, Fiji, GeTEWS Oceania Joint Workshop

December
- Thbc, IUGG, IAPSO, Puerto Madryn, Argentina, 10th Oceanography Colloquium and 12th
National Marine Sciences Conference
- 15-19, AGU, New Orleans LA, USA, AGU Fall Meeting 2025
Thbc
- Thbc, IUGG, IAMAS, Paris, France, Titan: 20-year Anniversary of Cassini-Huygens Mission
IUGG Electronic Journal Volume 25 Number 3 (1 March 2025)

Editors: Franz Kuglitsch, Mioara Mandea, Alexander Rudloff (Editor-in-Chief), and Kathy Whaler.
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https://iahs2025.com/
https://indico.ictp.it/event/10873
https://indico.ictp.it/event/10873
https://community.geosociety.org/gsa2025/home
https://scor-int.org/events/scor-2025-annual-meeting/
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